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INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


Many of the institutions, mores and values of modern societies are 
grounded in religious traditions of the world. Through religions, humans 
have variously attempted to connect their life patterns with some 
ultimate view of reality. To understand diverse cultures of the world, 
it is important to try to comprehend the religious traditions which 
inform them. 


The Department of Religion offers a variety of courses in the areas of 
world religions, ethical issues and religions and cultures. We offer 
introductory courses in World Religions, the History of Judaism and 
Understanding Religion. We also have courses that focus on particular 
religious traditions (Modern Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and 
Buddhism) and on particular topics (Religion and Art in China and Japan, 
foe one Theories of Religion, Religion and Healing, Women and 
Religion). 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programs in Religion 

and in Judaic Studies, and joint majors and honours programs, the Department 
of Religion offers several graduate programs: a Diploma in Theological, 
Religious and Ethical Studies (together with the Philosophy and Theology 
Departments), an M.A. in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. 

in Judaic Studies, and a Ph.D. in Religion in which students focus either 

on Comparative Ethics or Judaism. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in Religion 

should possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of at least two major 
religious traditions. For example, the student who is pursuing a Major 

in Judaic Studies should take at least one or two courses in a religious 
tradition other than Judaism. This basic principle reinforces the emphasis 

upon the centrality of the discipline of the History of Religions. A particular 
religious tradition can be best understood in the context of the general 
religious history of mankind. 


EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function independent of the 
relation of particular subjects to the job market. In the complex and changing 
culture of our society, it is often no longer possible or necessary to tie 

at least the first university degree to vocational training. The Department 
of Religion then, sees its prime function in this broader context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could prepare the 
undergraduate for further education leading to teaching in religion at the 
high school, CEGEP or university level. A bachelors degree in Religion could 
also be of benefit for undergraduates who plan careers in social work, law, 


civil service and other fields for which a Humanities education is 
needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the student in Religion with 
the highest grade-point average. The award is named after the first 
chairman of the Department of Religion at Sir George Williams University. 
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FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All hold degrees from 
universities and/or schools of advanced studies that represent the best 
academic centers for the study of religion in Canada, the United States, 
Great Britain and Europe. Several have published books that have made a 
contribution to their particular fields of study; all have published in 
learned journals and have given papers at learned societies. They have 

also won the reputation among their students for being good teachers, 
concerned about the quality of instruction at Concordia University, as well as 
for being a faculty that is "available" and is committed to the development 
of a more meaningful student life. 


FULL TIME FACULTY 


Professors Chairman 
Charles Davis, S.T.L. (Gregorian, Rome) Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. 
Michel Despland, Th.D. (Harvard) (Brown University) 


Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 

Associate Professors 

Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 

David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 

Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. (University of California, Santa Barbara) 
John Rossner, STM (McGi11), Ph.D. (Heed University, Florida) 
Assistant Professors 


Mervin Hanson, Ph.D. (University of British Columbia) 
Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard University) 


Lecturers 


H. Joseph 
M. Saunders-Oppenheim 


Adjunct Associate Professors 


J.B. Lightman 
D. Rome 


Advisers 
M. Hanson - Undergraduate Religion students Telephone: 879-7253 


D. Miller - Undergraduate Judaic Studies 
students Telephone: 879-7252 


Religion C211/3 - AA (6 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 


Professor Michael Oppenheim; 
Martha Saunders-Oppenheim, Lecturer 


We will investigate the nature and meaning of religion by examining 

"Personal documents", that is, diaries, journals, memoirs, and auto- 

biographies of religious people. In particular, this year we will look 

at ways in which the self-understanding and religious experience of 

women differs from that of men, as exemplified in selected personal 

documents. To aid us in understanding these documents some classical 

models of psychological interpretation will be utilized, including the 

insights of Freud and Jung. Focal points of our study will include: 

a) ways in which being religious differentiates some men and women from others, 

(b) differences between Freudian and Jungian interpretations of religious 
experience, 

(c) "self-concepts" which seem to dominate in selected personal documents, 

(d) the relationship between religious experience and social change, 

(e) the relationship between religious experience and psychological ‘abnormality', 

(f) and ways in which models of religious formation both differ and coalesce 
in eastern and western religious traditions. 


Requirements: 


It is essential that students follow the outline of the readings for each 
week. Class discussion will be the primary method of investigation and 
requires the active participation of all. There will be a term paper and 

a take-home examination each term. For the term paper students will be asked 
to select personal documents from a religious person not treated in class 

and to analyze the religious development of the selected individual according 
to principles developed during the course. The take-home examinations, to be 
completed at the end of each term, will ask for careful reflection on the 
issues that arise in class. 


Book List: 


Capps & Capps, eds., The Religious Personality. 

Readings from the personal documents of selected religious women. 
Martin Buber, I and Thou. 

J. Campbell, The Hero With a Thousand Faces. 

Erik Erikson, Gandhi's Truth. 

M. Gandhi, An Autobiography . 


Religion C213/3 - A (6 credits) T.. Th... 102 15=11:30 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 


Professor Sheila McDonough 

An introduction to the variety of forms that human religious life has 
taken from the stone age to the present. The major traditions of 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam will be considered 


as well as more ancient cultures. The aim is to grasp something of the 
patterns and tensions characteristic of religious life. 


Requirements : 


Two research papers and two exams. 


Book List: 


Robert Elwood, Many Peoples, Many Faiths. 
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Religion C222/3 - AA (6 credits) Mon. 18:05-20:10 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM: A HISTORICAL 

SURVEY OF JUDAISM FROM THE BIBLICAL AGE 

TO THE BEGINNING OF THE MODERN PERIOD 


Professor Ira Robinson 


Does a historical survey of the religion of the Jewish people allow one 

to define an enduring phenomenon called "Judaism", or must one speak of 
numerous "Judaisms"? This is the central problem addressed in the course. 

In attempting an answer to our question we examine and compare diverse modes 
of the religion of the Jews from biblical times to the dawn of modernity. 

Of interest is the relationship of each of the various expressions of 

Judaism to its antecedent and contemporary forms. Topics considered include 
Israelite religion before 586 B.C., modes of Judaism during the Second Common- 
wealth, the religion of the Dead Sea Community, the structure of classical 
Rabbinic Judaism and Jewish Philosophy and Mysticism in the Medieval Period. 


Requirements: 
Active participation in class and completion of assigned readings are 


expected. Students will submit a short paper each term, and take-home final 
examination will be given. 


Book List: 


. Katz, Tradition and Crisis. 
. Neusner, The Life of Torah. 


Neusner, The Way of Torah. 

Neusner, There Me Sat Down. 

Neusner, Understanding Rabbinic Judaism. | 
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Religion C301/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 


Professor Howard Joseph 


The twenty-four books which comprise the Hebrew Bible are perhaps the most 
talked-about and least read books in contemporary society. In this course, 

we will explore some of the most significant books of the Hebrew Bible in order 
to gain an insight in the rich and complex literature of the Bible. Though 

in one term it is impossible to convey more than the highlights of biblical 
literature, it is hoped that this course, without going into great detail, will 
provide the basis for further study of Ancient Israel's account of its past, 
its present, and its hope for the future. 


Requirements : 


An in-class mid-term examination and a take-home final examination. 


Book List: 


The Hebrew Bible in English translation. (The Jewish Publication Society's 1917 
translation is preferred. ) 


John Bright, A History of Israel. 
Abraham J. Heschel, The Prophets, volume 1. 


Religion C301/4 - ZA (3 credits) Tues. 20:30-22:30 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 
TBA 


For course description - see above. 


Religion C302/4 - AA (3 credits) -96_99+ 
THE NEW TESTAMENT Tees. ee ehrae a 


Professor John Rossner 


An introduction to the methods and results of contemporary New Testament 
scholarship; a critical survey of New Testament literature considering 
historical setting, history of text, religious and cultural significance. 
Attention is given to the central issues and concepts portrayed in the 
Synoptic, Johannine and Pauline writings and their importance in the 
subsequent development of the Western religious tradition. 


To this I add that in reading the New Testament you may perhaps hear the 
gospel, which being good news, is that which answers the most important 
question. It is, of course, impossible to see this unless one has first come 
to ask the question. The course will teach a variety of ways of looking at 
the New Testament in order to learn all kinds of serious things, all of 
which may miss the question. The ways of looking can be taught; the question 
cannot. 


Requirements: 
In-class examination; final exam. 
Book List: 


R.A. Spivey & D.M. Smith, Anatomy of the New Testament: A Guide to its 
Structure and Meaning, second edition. 
The Bible (The New English Bible or the Revised Standard Version). 
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Religion C314/2 - AA (3 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
THE BUDDHIST TRADITION 


Professor Mervin Hanson 


An introduction to the general tradition underlying Buddhist thought and 
practice throughout the world. Elements to be examined include the 

myth of the life of the Buddha, the ethical, intellectual and meditative 
committments of the aspirant; worship, and the development of the religious 
community. Asian art and architecture is an integral part of the Buddhist 
tradition. In order to do justice to this aspect, twelve audio-visual 
modules will be available in the Non-print Library. These may be viewed at 
the student's convenience. 


Requirements : 
One book report and one short research paper. 


Text: 


Robinson and Johnson. The Buddhist Religion. Second Edition. 


Religion C315/4 - AA (3 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
MAHAYANA BUDDHISM 


Professor Mervin Hanson 


Mahayana ("The Great Vehicle") was the dominant style of Buddhist thought 
which spread throughout Asia to become the basis for the Chinese, Japanese 
and Tibetan traditions. 


Mahayana is based upon a vision of human life as a supremely valuable and 
potentially joyful experience. We will examine the scriptures in which this 
vision is revealed,the philosophy through which it is systematized, and 

the ethical and meditative practices through which the aspirant strives to 
realize it. 


Requirements : 


One research paper and one take-home examination. 


Although there are no prerequisites, students should have some basic understanding 
of Buddhism. Those who have taken no previous courses in Buddhism or Indian 
religion should go through the self-administered audio-visual introduction 

to Buddhism which is available in the Non-print Library. This introduction is 
composed of ten one-hour modules which may be viewed at the student's convenience. 
A study guide will be available from the Department of Religion. 


Text: 


Robert A.F. Thurman (trans.). The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti. 


Additional readings will be assigned. 


=o te 


Religion C317/2 - A (3 credits) Wed. Fri 10:15-11:30 
TIBETAN AND JAPANESE RELIGIOUS THOUGHT 
AND INSTITUTIONS 


Professor Mervin Hanson 


This is an examination of the development of new religious forms from 
the interaction between primitive indigenous beliefs and imported great 
traditions. 


Japan and Tibet both offer excellent examples of this process. Prior to the 
seventh century A.D. both areas lacked centralized government and literate 
culture. When they became aware of their cultural inferiority both 

began to import Buddhist cultures - Japan from China, and Tibet, from both 
China and India. We will study the interactions between these traditions 
and indigenous religious. Particular attention will be devoted to the role 
of the indigenous ideas and practices as a stimulus to continuing develop- 
ments within the Buddhist tradition. 


Requirements: 


One research paper 


Texts: 


Readings will be drawn from a variety of sources including: 
J.H. Kamstra. Encounter or Syncretism. 

Joseph M. Kitagawa. Religion in Japanese History. 

Lobsang P. Lhalungpa. The Life of Milarepa. 

Robert B. Ekvall. Religious Observances in Tibet. 


David L. Snellgrove. The Nine Ways of Bon. 


Eva M. Dargyay. The Rise of Esoteric Buddhism in Tibet. 


4 abe 


Religion C318/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
RELIGION AND ART IN INDIA, CHINA AND JAPAN 


Professor David Miller 


An introduction to the religious art of India, China and Japan from earliest 
times to the present. The course will focus upon the relationship between 
the visual arts (architecture, sculpture and painting) and religious world 
views and mythological symbols that provide the basis for the artistic form. 


The emphasis of the course in 1982 will be upon Hindu art and architecture, 
principally that of the large temple complexes that serve as pilgrimage centres 
in India. As such the art, architecture and the religious world views that 
underlie such art forms are understood as part of a living faith. Some attention 
will be given to the development of Buddhist art in India and the transformation 
of Buddhist art into China and Japan. Considerable use will be made of 35mm. 
Slides that the instructor has taken upon three visits to India. 


Requirements: 


One take-home examination and one research paper 

Book List: This is a suggested list only 

Ananda Coomaraswamy, History of Indian and Indonesian Art. 
Sherman Lee, A History of Far Eastern Art. 

Heinrich Zimmer. The Are of Indian Asia, Vols. I & II. 
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Religion C326/2 - ZA (3 credits) Tues. 18:30-20:30 
CLASSICAL JUDAISM (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Instructor to be announced. 


The concepts, institutions and literature of classical rabbinic Judaism 

(circa 70-700 C.E.) viewed against rabbinism's biblical and pharisaic background 
and in the context of the world of Late Antiquity. The course will examine 

the development of rabbinic systems of thought and law as preserved primarily 

in the Mishnah and the Talmud. Consideration will be given as well to popular 
rabbinic beliefs and practices and to early rabbinic mysticism. 
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Religion C328/2 - ZA (3 credits) Wed. 20:30-22:30 
1m JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS I (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 
1780-1880) 


Professor Howard Joseph 


A survey of the social and intellectual currents which shaped Jewish modernism 
from the beginning of emancipation until 1880. Topics will include: the 
emergence of modern Jewish consciousness, Jewish pluralism, and religious 
differentiation within Jewish society (Haskalah, Hasidism, science of Judaism, 
orthodoxy, reform, and conservatism), secular versus religious values, 
disintegration, and unification within the Jewish community. 


Requirements : 


One term paper and one final exam. 


Book List: 


H. Sachar. The Course of Modern Jewish History. 
P. Mendes-Florhr and J. Reinharz. The Jew in the Modern World. 


Religion C330/4 - ZA (3 credits) Wed. 20:30-22:30 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS II (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 
(1880-present) 


Professor Howard Joseph 

A survey of social and intellectual currents in Jewish society from 1880 
until the present. Topics will include: the impact of anti-Semitism, 
particularism and universalism, nationalism and its critics, Jewish 


existentialism and the new mysticism (Rosenzweig, Buber, Rabbi Kook), reactions 
to the holocaust, and the relationship between Israel and the diaspora. 


Requirements: 


One term paper and one final exam. 


Book List: 


H. Sachar. The Course of Modern Jewish History. 
P. Mendes-Florhr and J. Reinharz. The Jew in the Modern World. 
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Religion C333/2 - A (3 credits) T.Th. 11:45-13:00 
WOMEN AND RELIGION I 


Norma Joseph, Lecturer 

This course will outline the complex interrelationship between religion 

and sexuality. In analyzing the image of women and their role in the 
religious system, we will concentrate on tribal and pre-industrial societies. 


Topics such as the place and function of women in myth and ritual, the 
matriarchy debate and female "rites of passage", will be discussed. 


Requirements: 


Book List: 


Nancy Falk and Rita M. Gross eds., Unspoken Worlds: Women's Religious Lives in Non- 
Western Cultures. 


Carol Christ and Judith Plaskow eds., Womanspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader 
in Religion. 


Religion €334/4 - A (3 credits) T.Th. 11:45-13:00 
WOMEN AND RELIGION II 


Martha Saunders-Oppenheim, Lecturer 

The focus of the course will be on women in Judaism and Christianity, with 

3 weeks on women in Biblical Judaism and the remainder of the course on 

women in Christianity. Woman's nature and roles according to each of these 

two traditions will be examined from both theological and historical perspectives. 


Topics to be discussed will include women in the Bible, marriage and sexuality, 
ordination of women to the ministry, and contemporary feminist theology. 


Requirements: 


Two short papers and a final take-home examination. 


Book List: 


Rosemary Ruether, Religion and Sexism 
Leonard Swidler, Biblical Affirmations of Woman 
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Religion C343/2 - A (3 credits) Mon. Wed. 13:15-14:30 
MAJOR PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORIES OF RELIGION 


Professor Frederick Bird 
This course will focus upon such major psychological theories and studies 


of religion as evinced in the writings of William James, Sigmund Freud, C.G. Jung, 
Erik Erikson, Abraham Maslow and Herbert Fingarette. 


Requirements : 


One paper and one exam. 


Book List: 


Sigmund Freud. Civilization and Discontent 
Totem and Taboo 


Herbert Fingarette. Self in Transformation 
Erik Erikson. Young Man Luther 


Abraham Maslow. Religion, Values and Peak Experiences. 
C. Jung - Selected Works. 
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Religion C355/2 - ZA (3 credits) Thurs. 18:30-20:30 
MODERN JEWISH IDENTITY 


Professor Michael Oppenheim 


The questions "Who is a Jew?" and "What does it mean to be a Jew?" arose 

at the time of the Emancipation, that is, with the entry of Jews into the 
social, political, and intellectual life of Europe at the end of the Eighteenth 
century. In this class we will focus on the most recent attempts of Jews 

to address the question of Jewish identity. We will begin by briefly exploring 
the background of this quest for identity, that is, the reasons it became 


necessary, some of the important early models of Jewish identity, and the 
events that shaped Jewish self-understanding. 


Contemporary attempts to address the question of Jewish identity will be 
explored by reading autobiographical statements and essays of a historical, 
sociological, and philosophical nature that have been written within the past 
twenty years. The major topics are: The Holocaust and Jewish Identity, 
Zionism and the State of Israel, North America and the Challenges of Modernity, 
and Other Voices. The books and essays treated in class will be analyzed in 
terms of the author's understanding of the nature of Judaism, the role 

of Judaism and the Jewish people in the modern world, the adequacy of earlier 
attempts to address this question, the importance of anti-Semitism, and the 
significance of the state of Israel and other recent events in shaping Jewish 
self-understanding. 


Requirements: 


It is essential that students follow the outline of the readings for each 
week. Class discussion will be the primary method of investigation and 
significant progress will only be made through the active participation of 
all. There will be a term paper and a take-home examination at the end of 
the term. For the term paper students will be asked to analyze an approach 
to Jewish identity or compare a number of approaches. Authors other than 
those examined in class should be used for the paper, although students may 
look at the other writings of authors discussed in class. The paper should 
be approximately ten to fifteen typed pages, and a list of suggested subjects 
as well as a more detailed statement of the assignment will be handed out 
at a later time. The final grade will be determined by adding together the 
grades of the paper (40%), the exam (40%), and class participation (20%). 


Book List: 


Emil Fackenheim, God's Presence in Histor: 
Xeroxed articles by Arthur Cohen, Lucy Dawidowicz, Abraham Heschel, Jacob 
Neusner, Richard Rubenstein, Gershom Scholem, and Eliezer Schweid. 
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Religion C356/2 - ZA (3 credits) Wed. 18:30-20:30 
NORTH AMERICAN JUDAISM (Saidye Bronfman 
Centre) 


Professor Ira Robinson 


This course will examine the development of the Jewish community 

of North America, the largest, and, in many ways, the most influential 
Jewish community in the world today. Although aspects of the Canadian 
Jewish experience will be discussed, the emphasis in this course will 
be on the Jewish community of the United States. 


The aim of this course is to describe and attempt to understand the 

nature of the North American Jewish community. Is there an "American" 
Judaism? In what way is North American Jewry a continuation of past 

Jewish experience and in what way is it a new phenomenon in Jewish history? 
These questions and more will be raised in the course. The course will 
attempt to create a framework out of which a deeper understanding of 

the dynamics of the North American Jewish community will emerge. 


Requirements : 


An in-class mid-term examination and a choice between a take-home final 
examination and a paper on a subject relevant to the course. 


Book List: 


Nathan Glazer, American Judaism 


Morris U. Schappes, A Documentary History of the Jews 
Moses Rischin, The Promised Cit. 
Oscar I. Janowsky, The American Jew 
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Religion C371/2 - AA (3 credits) Wed. 20:25-22:30 
RELIGION AND HEALING 


Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the interaction between religious conceptions and 

practices on the one hand and healing arts on the other. The course considers 
such phenomena as: shamanism; healing and Christian shrines; native healing 
rites, folk medicine of the third world, modern spiritual healing groups; 

the contemporary dialogue between established forms of medicine, psychiatry and 
religion in the 20th century. 


Requirements : 


Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, one term 
research project and one final exam. 


Book List: The following selected bibliography represents recommended reading, but 
not required texts. 


Walter Addison Jayne, M.D., Healing Gods of Ancient Civilizations. 
George W. Meek, Healers and The Healing Process. 


Stanley R. Dean, M.D., a and Mysticism. 

Harry Edwards, The Healing Intelligence. 

Nicholas Regush, Psi Healing. 

Ambrose & Olga Worrall, The Miracle Healers. 

Norman Shealey, M.D., Occult Medicine Can Save Your Life. 
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Religion C357/2 - ZA (3 credits) Thurs. 20:30-22:30 
Holocaust: Historical Circumstances (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Professor A. Eliashiv 


This course will examine the historical circumstances that made possible 
the systematic destruction of European Jewry in the years 1939-45 as well 
as the process of destruction and the Jewish and world responses to that 
destruction. 


Religion C358/4 - ZA (3 credits) Wed. 18:30-20:30 
HOLOCAUST: THEOLOGICAL RAMIFICATIONS (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Professor Howard Joseph 
A survey of Jewish and Christian theological responses to the Holocaust 
experience and what it signifies for issues of theology: theodicy - the 


problem of evil; suffering; the chosenness of Israel; Providence; and 
the concept of God and his relation to the course of human events. 


Requirements : 
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Religion C376/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
RELIGION, MYTH AND MAGIC IN CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY 


Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the interaction and significance of religion, myth and 
magic in classical antiquity, in the East and the West, as discernable 
in such cultures as: Ancient Egypt, Babylon, India, China, Israel, 
Greece and Rome through the beginnings of the Christian era and the 
Medieval period. 


Requirements : 


Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, one term 
research project and one final exam. 


Book List: The following selected bibliography represents recommended reading, 
but not required texts. 


Brian Inglis. Natural and Supernatural: A History of the Paranormal. 
Paul Christian. The History and Practice of Magic. 
Morton Kelsey. God, Dreams, and Revelations. 

Geoffrey Mishlove. The Roots of Consciousness. 

Original sources in the literature of classical antiquity. 


Religion C377/4 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
RELIGION AND OCCULT IDEAS IN MODERN HISTORY 


Professor John Rossner 

An examination of the basic ideas and cultural impact of occult traditions 
in the modern period from the so-called “Rosicrucian Enlightenment" in the 
16th and 17th Centuries, as described by Frances Yates, to the 19th and 20th 
Century resurgence of occult themes in what Robert Elwood has called "an 
alternative reality tradition in the West." 


NOTE: Students who have received credit for Rel. 364 may not take this course. 


Requirements : 


Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, one term 
research project and one final exam. 


Book List: The following selected bibliography represents recommended reading, 
but not required texts. 


Colin Wilson, The Occult: A History. 

Alta J. La Dage, Occult Psychology. 

Dane Rudhyar, Occult Preparations for a New Age. 

H. Blavatsky, An Abridgement of The Secret Doctrine. 

Francis Yates, The Rosicrucian Enlightenment. 

Geddes McGregor, Gnosis: A Renaissance in Christian Humanism. 


R. Elwood, Jr., Religious and Spiritual Groups in Modern America. 
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Religion C391/2 - A (3 credits) T. Th. 13:15-14:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN THE HISTORY OF RELIGIONS I: 
SPECIAL TOPIC 1982/83 - Women in Islam 


Professor Sheila McDonough 


The Qur'anic teachings relevant to women will be considered. Then the 

variety of attitudes expressed by Muslim scholar-jurists, theologians, 
philosophers, mystics and reformers in medieval and modern times will be 
analyzed. The purpose is to gain an appreciation of basic Muslim attitudes as 
well as an understanding of the diversity of ways in which Muslim culture 

has developed. 


Requirements : 


One research paper and one take-home exam 


Book List: 


A.J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted. 


E.W. Fernia, A Street in Marrakech. 
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Religion C391/2 - ZA (3 credits) Tues. 20:30-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN THE HISTORY OF RELIGIONS I: 
The Jewish Woman in History 


Norma Joseph, Lecturer 


Many women have played an important and even significant role in the 
annals of Jewish history. Their thoughts, deeds and accomplishments 
will be the essence of this course. It will also analyze the variety of 
roles and statuses of Jewish women in different historical periods. 
Beginning with Biblical history, the course will cover the era of the 
Talmud, Medieval Judaism and will cover the beginnings of the modern era 
in Europe. (North American history will not be covered.) 


Requirements: 
One term paper and one final exam. 


Book List: 


S. Henry & E. Taitz, eds., Written Out of History. 
Other readings to be announced in class. 


Religion C393/4 - A (3 credits) Mon. 9:30-12:00 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN RELIGION AND CULTURE I: 
Women in Jewish Law and Practice 


Norma Joseph, Lecturer 

This course will present a survey of the role and status of women in 

the religious tradition of Judaism. The topics covered will include: 

the question raised in the Genesis story of Adam and Eve, the Judaic approach 


to human sexuality, the debate concerning women in the rabbinate, aswell 
as such issues as abortion and birth control. 


Requirements: 
One term paper and one final exam. 
Book List: 


David Feldman, Marital Relations: 
E. Koltun, ed., The Jewish ‘oman. 
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Religion C396/4 - ZA (3 credits) Tues. 18:30-20:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN ANCIENT JUDAISM: (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 
Archaeology and Ancient Israel 


Instructor to be announced. 


This course will examine the archaeological evidence for the culture of 

Ancient and Late Antique Israel, that is, from approximately the 10th Century 
BCE to the 2nd Century CE. Of special concern will be the contribution of such 
evidence to the reconstruction of Israelite culture and religion. Of no less 
importance, however, are questions: (1) regarding the methodology of archaeology 
and of the interpretation of archaeological evidence; (2) the relationship, 
indeed at times the tension, between artifactual evidence and literary data, 
such as, the Hebrew Bible, the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha, Josephus and 

Early Rabbinic Literature. 
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*Religion C491/3 -A (6 credits) M.W. 10:15-11:30 
SPECIAL SEMINAR: CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY 


Professor Frederick Bird 


This course will focus on the theoretical and empirical works of the 

following five thinkers; Kar] Marx, Alexis de Tocqueville, Max Weber, 

Emile Durkheim and Sigmund Freud. The readings for the course will primarily 
consist in the writings of these authors. In the lectures and class discussions, 
the course will consider the historical settings of these theorists, their 

moral perspectives as well as their continuing relevance for contemporary 
understanding of social life. Brief considerations will also be given to 

several other theorists, including Hobbes and Adam Smith. 


Requirements: 


The requirements for the course will include both exams and papers, which will 
be discussed at commencement of class. 


Book List: 


D. McLellan, ed., Karl Marx: Selected Writings 

deTocqueville, Democracy in America, Vol. 2. 

Weber, Essays in Sociology; Protestant Ethic 

Durkheim, Suicide 

Freud, Introductory Lectures in Psychoanalysis; Civilization and its Discontents 


*This course is cross-listed with the Department of Sociology. 
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